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BURJECT: Bumors of Castro's Downfall 25X1

2. 1t should be aoted that Fidel is not knowa to
have delivered a spesch since 1 May -- deapite the fact
that there have been several occasions ia the iantervening
weeks when one vould normally have looked to Fidel to seize
the limelight. HNoreover, Castro's 327 lay statements excor-
iating the United States and iavoking an alert im Cuba were
read by Radio Havana staff announcers.
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3. Castro's last recorded public sppearance took
piace on 8 June, when Cuban radioc droadcasts asserted that
he was touring sreas of Havane Provises damaged by the recent
burricane. Interestingly, the Cuban preas has mot published
photographic coverage of such a tour, and appesr to have given
it relatively little publieity at all, On & June, President
Borticos presided over 3 meeting of goverament officials
convened to asmess the hurricane damsge., Fidel is reported
to have arrived after the meeting adjourned.

The Cubaa regime aas shown unusual

: » y to ernational and domestic irritants since
the begianing of the year. Castro's overreaction to the
recent shooting incident at Guantanamo is the latest and
most dramatic explace of this sensitivity. The reasons for
Castro's erratic reaponse to such stimuli are not readily
spparent. iigh on the list, hovever, probably is his growisg
frustration after ssven years of sffort over the rogines
repeated setbacks at home and abroad — frustration aggravated
by Fidel's increasing isolation within the Bloc in the re-
straints placed upon his manouverability by the larger dictates
:I Cm!m ist policy. TFimally, Fidel's charisma hae begun
0 '
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8. Any move against Fidel would have to be countenanced
by his brother, Defense Ninister Raul Castro. Raul delivered
2 routine address at a military scademy graduation on 11 Juna:
his remarks contained no hint of any power struggle or an
upset within the leadership,
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